ON SUNDAY 20th August the major organisations of the
Asian community and of the Left are calling a demonstration
in Brick Lane, East London. It is a protest against the ram-
pages and thuggery of the Nazi National Front in the area.

The need for this mobilisation was underlined last Satur-
day, 12th. Representatives of the Tower Hamlets and Hack-
ney Defence Committee were approached by the police, who
told them that they couldn’t hold their regular all-night vigil
at the top of Brick Lane. ‘“We’re going to move you on this
Sunday, however early you arrive, and we’ll see to it that the
Front get their pitch’’.

Bitterly, the Defence Committee decided to call off the
vigil.

After a meeting later in the evening, eight young Benga-
lis, leaders of the local youth movement, were dropped off at
the top of Brick Lane to walk home. Along the way they saw
a gang of about a dozen fascists approaching them. As they
turned to avoid a fight, they found their retreat cut off by an-
other fascist group.

They were attacked and severely mauled.

When the police arrived they arrested one of the Bengalis
for defending himself with a chair leg. The other seven were

so badly beaten they had to be taken to hospital. The fascists

left satisfied.

Brick Lane is an area where many Asian immigrants live.
It is not far from some of the NF’s strongest areas. The
Nazis have chosen to make Brick Lane the scene for a trial of
strength.

A big labour movement turn-out on Sunday will show that

‘we are prepared to play our part in stopping sordid racist

violence like last Saturday’s and the murders and rampages
that went before it. It will show that we are willing to defend
the equal right of all working people to live in peace, regard-
less of the colour of their skin — and that we’re not so blind-
ly complacent as to think that the police, who have shown
racist bias time and time again, will stop the fascists.

Unfortunately one body which encourages that complac-
ency is the Trades Union Congress. In a statement produced
after Len Murray visited Brick Lane, the TUC comes out
against active self-defence, and against a policy of driving
the fascists off the streets. ‘‘The police’’, it laments, ‘‘have
a difficult job’’.

But the statement is not the product of blindness. The
TUC is acting deliberately, in concert with the Government,

police and state agencies, to keep the situation in Brick Lane
‘‘under control’’.

Having declared it will do nothing to help defend the
Asian community, the TUC ends its statement by reading a
patronising lesson to Asian workers on the need to join the
unions.

Asian workers have shown often enough that they know
the need for trade union organisation. What they ask from
the TUC is not lectures on that theme, but help in getting
their trade union organisation recognised. And in the Grun-
wicks dispute, the TUC showed that its main aim was not

defending Asian workers’ rights, nor helping them organise

... but, as in Brick Lane, keeping the struggle under control.

The TUC’s statement should be sharply condemned by
trade unionists throughout the country — and, most import-
antly, replied to in action by mass mobilisation on Sunday.

Of course one demonstration won’t crush the NF for good.
They will try to come back. But a big turn-out on Sunday can
give a powerful impulse to the building of defence groups.

Be there on Sunday, 9am at the corner of Brick Lane and
Bethnal Green Road. Drive the NF Nazis off the streets.
Help to build defence squads.
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'AFTER TAKING the town of

ERITREA’S STRUGG L‘E
FOR LIBERATION

national liberation movement.

Agordat, the E jan army
seems p’olsed tomlzslct a de-
cisive defeat on the Eritrean

Eritrean . spokesmen have
claimed that their retreat is
primarily tactical. According
to a representative of the Eri-
trean Popular Liberation Front
(EPLF), ‘“The Egyptian Army
has taken all it can take: its
advance has reached its limit.
The military position has been
stabilised and we are in a po-

_ sition to renew our attacks on
the enemy”’,

But the Ethiopian advance,
part of a major offensive
begun in early July, seems

too powerful in terms of num-

bers and arms for any counter-
attack at present. More like-
ly, the Eritrean forces will
play a waiting game, engage
in hit and run raids, and hope
to counterattack only if — in
the event of a Cuban with-
drawal — the balance of forc-
es radically alters in their

/ favour.

taly
colonises

Eritrea has a long history of
struggle for independence.

Eritrea comprises two dis-
tinct regions: a high. plateau

area and a long lowland coast- °

al strip running south from

‘Sudan almost to Somalia.

The upland area is predomin-
antly Christian and its popu-
lation speaks Tigrinya like
the adjoining area of Ethiopia,
while the coastal strip is large-
ly Muslim and Arabic-speak-
ing.

Foreign interest in the area
in modern times was aroused
with the opening of the Suez
Canal. Egyptian forces took
the important
Massawa and Keren and
dccupied south central Eri-
rea, but were held back by

British intervention. Seizing

heir opportunity to engage in
he ‘scramble for Africa’,
he - Italians moved into
Massawa in 1885 and prepar-
:d to drive further inland.
Their larger plans were de-
eated by Ethiopian resist-
mnce, but the Emperor per-
nitted them to colonise Eri-
rea, which he still regarded
s notionally part of his histor-
> empire. In 1935 Musso-
ni’s army succeeded in con-
juering the whole of Ethiopia.
By this time Eritrea had

Iready undergone a certain

‘adustrialisation. Eritreans
Iso participated in the Ital-
an administration of the area.
\bolition of feudal dues by the
olonisers, confiscation of
ig estates and their transfer

> Italian ownership, and the

reation of a modern commun-

sations network further en-
ured the capitalist develop-'

1ient of the region, while:
sudalism still reigned in the
iterior. |

Autonomy or
independence

After - the conquest of
sthiopia, the Italians admini-
tered Eritrea along with
vart of the neighbouring pro-
ince of Tigre and several
ther areas. This complicated
he quéstion of the national
dentity particularly of the
“hristian  Tigrinya-speaking
iritreans: were they Eritr-
:ans, Tigreans, or Ethiopians?

After the defeat of the It-
lian army during World War
» the British administered
iritrea. This period, - from
941 to 1952, saw the develop-
nent in Eritrea of the first
lowers of political and trade
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gle for national libera-

tion. Eritrea, colonised by Italy, despoiled by Britain, and
swallowed up by Ethiopia, now faces renewed oppression at

the hands of the Dergue.

union organisation. At the
same time, the British bru-
tally suppressed any attempts
by Eritreans to regain lands
lost to Italian settlers and

-supported the colons in in-

creasing their share of the
lands. '

In 1946 Ibrahim Sultan
founded the Muslim League,
which wa® based mainly on
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‘the urban petty bourgeoisi

who stood to lose if Eritrea
were reincorporated into feud-
al Ethiopia. Economic, re-
ligious, linguistic and cultural
differences all reinforced
the League’s claim for in-
‘dependence. At the same time
a Christian party, the Liberal
Progressives, was formed:
this had a more ambivalent
attitude towards independ-
ence.

These two parties, together
with a pro-Italian grouping,
formed an Independence
Bloc in 1949, hoping to receive

UNsupport. They were oppos-

ed by all the force available
to the Ethiopian Emperor,
Haile Selassie: the Orthodox
Church, phystcal violence,
restrictions on movement,
and a puppet party, the Un-
ionists. The Bloc soon frag-
mented. |
The UN decided in 1950
that Eritrea should ‘‘consti-
tute an autonomous unit

federated with  Ethiopia

under the sovereignty of the

Ethiopian Crown’’. It further
demanded that Eritreans be
represented in the federal

legislature according to their

numbers in the population —
a vain suggestion as there
was no legislature in Ethiopia,

federal or otherwise.

Eritrea did establish an
assembly after elections in
1952. But over the next ten
years, through bribery,
terror, and intrigue, the Em-

peror "ndermined the sub-

stance Jf Eritrean autonomy.
The final farcical act came in
1962 when, after a rigged
parliamentary -vote, the ass-
embly abolished itself and Eri-

trea was swallowed up by

Ethiopia again.
A national liberation orga-
nisation was set up in exile in

the late ’SOs, and in 1961, .

after changing its name to the
Eritrean Liberation Front
(ELF), it began guerilla acti-
vity. One of the leaders of this
movement was Woldeab Wol-
demariam, a Christian separa-
tist and former leader of the
Eritrean. General Union of
Labour Syndicates, founded
in 1952 and savagely repress-
ed after the crushing of its
1952 general strike.

Liberation
movements

From this early point on,

the fortunes of the libera-

tion movement were much
influenced by events in the
‘Arab world. The movement
turned towards the Arab
League states for aid and al-
most entirely lost Christian
support. With the introduct-
ion in 1963 of Israeli military
and civilian  technicians

into Ethiopia, the movement

became connected to the
Muslim world by a fierce anti-
Zionism.

There was a trickle of aid
from Arab states in those
years, and the ELF was able
to progress from mere hit-
and-run tactics to administer-
ing liberated areas.

In the wake of the 1967
June War in the Middle East,
however, the Arab League
states lost interest in Eri-

trea. Haile Selassie also
managed to strike an alliance

with Sudan which further

isolated the guerillas and
deprived them of a safe base.
Taking advantage of the ELF’s

difficulties, the central gov-

ernment went on the offens-
ive, destroying hundreds of
Eritrean villages and killing

thousands of villagers in its

attempt to root out all oppo-
sition. | |
Soon a new source of aid
came from the new Ghadaffi
regime in Libya and a year

later from the new regime in

Sudan. Both influences
confirmed the pan-Islamic,
anti-communist trend of the

ELF. This period also saw the

first of many sharp divisions
between those at the front
and those ‘sitting pretty’ in
the Arab capitals.

By the end of 1970 the ELF
had split and the embryo

-EPLF was formed. Despite

substantial  programmatic
similarities — both groups
were (and remain) petty
bourgeois and extremely con-
fused — it was clear that the
EPLF was the more radical
of the two and it accordingly

gradually lost the support of

the Arab states. Over the next

years, up to the February

1974 revolution, there was a

-series of alliances between the
ELF, the EPLF, and other
splits from the ELF. But these

were never durable and
fighting soon broke out be-

tween the guerilla organi-

sations. |
In one such period of agree-

‘ment a joint ELF-EPLF force

raided Asmara at' the time of a

‘military parade killing sixty

Ethiopian troops of the Se-
cond Division. Ironically, with-
in months it was this division,
charged with keeping ‘order’
in ‘Eritrea, that led the Febru-
ary revolution in Ethiopia.

‘February
revolution

At first the Eritrean move-
ments did not know how to
judge the revolution. When an
Eritrean was appointed gov-
ernor of the region they were
hopeful that their claims
might be met by the new gov-

‘ernment. And when General

Andom, the new military
commander there, spoke
warmly of full autonomy
(though not independence!),
the less militant elements
thought an agreement might
be reached. | |

But changes in the Ethiop-
ian junta, the Dergue, alter-
ed all that. Mengistu order-

ed Andom’s arrest, and An- -

dom was killed resisting. Now
the mood in Eritrea shifted
sharply. Internecine fighting
between the ELF and the
EPLF stopped — neither was
now going to be the spokes-
man for Eritrea in negotia-

tions with Ethiopia — and a

temporary alliance was form-
ed. The Eritrean population
swung massively behind these
groups — in particular be-
hind the EPLF, which also
benefited from = defections
from the ELF and from the
general radicalisation in-
fluenced by the revolution.

At first the Dergue was in

no position to defeat the Eri-
treans. The central govern-
ment could barely hold the
empire together. But it did
manage to isolated the guer-
illas  through  diplomatic
manoeuvres. The ‘radical’
regimes of Sudan, Libya,
South Yemen and Algeria
all dropped support for the
liberation fighters and were
friendly towards the Dergue.
Internally the Dergue was
losing ground. A 38-man com-
mittee it had set up to mediate
in Eritrea went over to the
EPLF, which even recruited

‘a police general, complete

with his forces. The FELF’s
reaction to the radicalisation
was to back off: it dissolved

~ the General Union of Eritrean

Students when it became too
militant. The EPLF, on the
other hand, emphasised
close links with the civilian
population and the need to
set Up mass organisations.
The EPLF also had ties with
the Ethiopian Peoples’ Revo-
lutionary Party, which operat-

~ed in the rest of the former

empire.

-~ Enter Russia

and Cuba

In April 1977 the Men-

gistu regime broke its ties

with the US (who in any case
no longer needed its once
important base at Kagnew)
and switched to an alliance
with the Soviet Union and
Cuba. This new source of
support was decisive in turn-
ing the tide of the war with
Somalia in the west in Ethio-
pia’s favour, and in so doing
it put the Dergue in a posi-

“tion to concentrate its forces

against the Eritreans.
With the consolidation of

- its power throughout Ethiop-

ia, with new troops trained
and reinforced by Cuba and
armed and guided by the
Soviet Union, the govern-
ment soon gained the upper
hand. Once again the Soviet
bureaucracy, despite its re-
cognition at one point of the
national rights of the Eritrean
people, allies with those who
aim to crush a movement for

national independence.
JAMES DAVIES

Stand-in
PM for

- Portugal

President Eanes has named a new
Prime Minister for Portugal, but

the crisis opened by the Centre
Democrats’ split - from Mario
Soares’' government is still not
over. ’

‘Eanes’ nominee, a little-known
businessman called Aifredo Nobre
da Costa, so far only has support
from the right wing PSD. The SP
says it is opposed to any govern-
ment which does not reflect the fact
that the SP is the strongest party.
The Centre Democrats — the lead-
ing party of the Portuguese bourg-
eoisie — wants new elections. The
Communist Party says someone
less right wing than Nobre da
Costa should be prime minister.

Even if Nobre da Costa manages
to dole out enough ministerial
salaries in the right places to patch
together a government majority,
Portugal’s ruling class is still in for
a period of instability.
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BAKERY
WORKER
DEPORTED

MOHAMMED SHARIF, an
Asian bakery worker at Memory
Lane cakes, Cardiff, has been
deported as, an lllegal immi-
grant desplte a campaign to
defend him.

When Sharif was .picked up

on July 6th, a defence campaign
was formed at once. Through

the help of Neil Kinnock MP it

managed to get the deporta-
tion delayed. The campaign
organised nightly pickets out-
side Cardiff jail, where Sharlf
-~ was held. |
- Gloria Martin, the Bakers’
Unlon area full-timer, was
dragged in. In collaboration
with a local left-wing solicitor,
she secured Sharif’'s release
pending a Home Office inquiry.
A petition was organised, and
over 500 signatures were col-
lected in workplaces, at the
Cardiff carnival against racism,
~and in the local shopping

. centre. The response was good,

considering that Sharif admit-
ted to being an illegal im-
migrant, and the campaign did
not hide it, but fought for his
right to stay on the basis of
- opposition to all immigration
controls

The campaign ‘went on anoth-
er picket outside the prison
after Sharif’s release when it
was learnt that four more As-

ians were being held as illegal

Immigrants
However, the immigration

authorities got Sharif picked up -

again, thrown in prison, and de-
ported, before the Home Office
had held its inquiry.

Chris Short, Sharif’s solicitor,
is now taklng up the case and
trying to get Sharif back Into
the country. Bakery workers
at Merritts Bakery have de-
~cided to support this effort.

The campaign has .received
support from local Anti Nazi
League activists, as well-
Workers’ Action, the SWP, and
the IMG, four Labour coun-

. cillors, and Joan Maynard MP..

‘The most notable absentees
were the Communist Party.
‘They argued that raising the

NIK BARSTOW talked to
PATRICK KODIKARA In Brick
Lane last Sunday about the con-
tinuing battle there with the
National Front. Kodikara is a

| mpmbor of the Tower Hamiets

and Hackney Defcr.ce Committee

and also of the Soclalist Cam-
paign for a Labour Victory
steering committee.

As someone who has been
centrally involved in the events

round Brick Lane, what do you

think are the main lessons?

B B One is about the police.
Eight Bengali youths were
attacked in Brick Lane last night
by about 20 racist youths. They

were badly beaten up and had

to be taken to hospital. The
police arrested one of the
attacked Bengalis and charged
him with possessing an offens-
ive weapon. None of the racists
were arrested.

The cops are not impartlal.
Last night’s incident shows it.
Four cops arrived at the hospi-
tal. They walked past the Ben-
galli youths waiting to be treat-
ed, and one started murmuring
- ‘‘nice, nicg'’ as he looked at
their In]uries

The charge that the police
are racists is not diminishing,
it’s increasing with everything
they do in the situation.

C10 What has been the general
role of the police in the demons-
trations in Brick Lane?

BB The police change their

tactics very rapidly to try and
make it difficult for us to get a
well-disciplined activity going
in Brick Lane. At first they said
that the pitch at the top end of

'Issue at the anti- »raclst carnlvai

was ‘divisive’

There will be a vigil on Sep-
tember 23, outside Carditf jail,

where four people are stiii held
under the immigration Iaws

CARL JOHNSTON, a black

community worker In Cardiff,

has been jalled for ten days
for calling a judge a raclalist.
Johnston was in court when
the judge sentenced a black
youth to three years’ detention
for a crime which, according to

. both the victim and the youth’s

co-dotondant [sentenced to 3
years’ prlson], he never com-
mitted.’

Johnston’s denunciation of
the judge was applauded by
the other people — black and
white — In the public gallery,
but the judge found him gulity
of contempt of court.

That’s how the law works.
Insulting black people in a racist
way Is ‘free speech’. Condemn-
ing racists gets you jailed.

THE WEST Indian Standing
Conference has aksed the

Commission for Raclal Equality™

to carry out an investigation
at St Leonard’s Hospital in
Hackney.

According to Standlng Con-
ference  secretary  William
Trant, there have been instanc-
es where Waest iIndians have
been the victims of police bruta-
lity while in custody, only to
find that details of their in-
juries have not been kept on
hospital records, and s0 any

‘complaints they make to the
police fall down.

A MOTORIST in Slough,
Berkshire, recently, stopped to
ask Asian passers-by for di-
rections... and then threw acid
in their faceg, Two men were

taken to hospital after soparato "

attacks.

+

BRICK LANE NEEDS
TRADE UNION SUPPORT

sl

(AT

Qi

........

Patrick Kodikara

~ Brick Lane would be allowed to

one side on a first come, first
served basis. Since the anti-
racists used that to our ad-
vantage, they have changed
their tactic.

What the cops are saying
now is that the Mational Front
can have one half of Brick Lane
and we can have the other half.

‘We don’t want the Natl_onal

Front there at all, and we’re
certainly not going to have
any sort of deal with them. As
far as the defence committee
is concerned, we’re not going to
accept the Front being here,
and we need trade union and
labour movement support to
help get rid of them.

What do you think of the
response from the labour move-
ment, from the Labour Party
for example?

LAMBETH magistrates’ court
saw a touch of theatre when six
anarchists charged with con-
spiracy to cause explosions were
brought from Brixton for the

remand hearing.

Armed police patrolled the

court precincts. Poltce with flak
Jackets and others with binoculars
guarded against attacks by land,

sea and air. Supporters of the six
attending the hearing were later

followed.,

This would all be pure farce if
it weren’t that six comrades are

facing serious charges and have

been held now for over two
months as ‘Category A’ prison-

~ ers. This means that wsmng has

been restricted land visitors’

houses have been ra:ded], and

the ome woman prisoner, Iris
Mdls, is being kept.in a men’s

prison in solitary confinement.

~ The evidence against them is
ludicrously flimsy, and it seems
that the charges have only been
made because the Anti-Terrorist
Squad is trying to save itself

~ from redundancy. Of course they
have tried to do that by charging

leftists for explosions which have
not occurred, rather than go after
the Right for explosions and
arson which have occurred at
Peace News, the Morning Star,
and the Anti Nazi League head-
quarters.

For news of the defence cam-

paign or for messages of support

and donations, contacts:
Persons Unknown,
c/o Box 123,
182 Upper Street,
London N1.

B M |t’'s very sad th-‘ the Lab-
our Party has not mobilised in a
big way. Comrades in the Lab-.

- our Party who pass resolutions
M and express their intention
! to fight racism should be play-

ing a direct role in Brick Lane.
On the 20th we want them
there, dnd we want them to be

- geen to be there,

Last week Len Murray from
the TUC came down to Brick .
Lane but we got nothing tang-
Ible from him. Frankly, we were
disappointed.

Many Asians see the Labour
Party and even the trade unions
as part of the establishment. |

The answer to that is not 8o
much black people being urged
to join the movement, as the
labour movement going out to

them and showing its sincerity -

in the fight against racism and

fascism.

We want next Sunday’s de-
monstration to be seen as -an
expression of solidarity with,the

.anti-racist forces that have been

here — and we particularly
want the labour movement to’
show solidarity.

fence committee?

B W Its role is opposing the
Front and the attitude of the
police. | think we have suc-
ceeded in making it a real ques-
tion whether or not the Front

should be aliowed to sell papers

in Brick Lane. Our role is also
helping build self-defence
groups and helping comrades
who get arrested. Last night,
for example, we did show that
we were able to get lots of
people together at three in the
morning after the racist attack

What Iis the role of the do-

“TROCPS OUT OF
RELAND NOW!

“WHEN OUR General Elec-
tion comes, Northern Ireland
will not be an issue?’. But this
week the 'Daily Mirror' has
condemned both Tory and La-
bour lack of perspective on the
Irish « uestlon and called for
the wlthdrawal of British
troops.

Much of what the 'Mirror'
says is right. ‘‘For more than
three centuries Britain and
Ireland have been united —
but united in a history stained
with blood, studded with vio-
lence, and pitted with
oppression. |

*“The time has come for a
new start. One that would
allow the Irish people to rule
themselves’’.

But the 'Mirror ’s call for

 withdrawal is linked to con-

ditions: a five year delay, a
‘stable government’ to take

over [and “‘to that end the

troops should be the last to

w1thdraw’ ’], and a transfer of

soverelgnty to Northern Ire-
land rather than to Ireland as

a whole.

The Irish
should
decide

There is the question of
whether these conditions can
in fact be met — and that is
the question that has held

'Brltish govemments back’

from the 'Mirror'’s conclus-
ion. But leaving that aside, a
withdrawal in those conditions

“would leave a very real resi-

due of British interference in

" Ireland: an artificial Partition

engineered by Britain, and a
sectarian state in the North
East whose forces have been
armed and built up by Britain.
The 'Mirror' says that the

- Irish should decide whether

their island should be united
or partitioned. But it contra-

- dicts itself by saying the

future of Northern Ireland

- should be decided by the pop-

ulation of Northern Ireland.
Any testing of the opinion of
the population of Northern

 Ireland will give the same ans-
- wer. About 65% want Parti-

~ tion, Protestant Ascendancy,
and unlon with Britain [though
they might settle for dropping

the union if they reckon they
can still maintain Protestant
ascendancy securely]. About
35% want a united, independ-
ent Ireland, and equal civil

rights for all

Northern Ireland is an arti-

ficial unit, and a vote within

that unit solves nothing. Why
not ‘self-determination’ for
the counties of Fermanagh
and Tyrone, which have anti-
Unionist majorities? Why not
‘self-determination’ for the
historic province of Ulster

' [comprising three counties in

addition to the six of Northern

Ireland] which also has an anti

Unionist majority?

The only democratic tmit for
dertdte~ *‘-o fntuare of the lrish

- England’s

of the Irlsh peo

people is the whole country.
The Protestants of North

East Ireland were originally an

Anglo-Scottish settler caste,

‘which seized the land of the

native Irish after they had
been driven off by English
troops. For centuries they
have been both a [relaﬂvely]
privileged community and
garrison against
Irish rebels. With the growth
of industry in Ireland, the di-
vision continued, as the Pro-
testants got first choice of the
best jobs.

When the Irish national
struggle forced Britaln to
start talking about loosening
its grip on the island, the Pro-
testants reacted fiercely ag-
ainst the threat to their privi-
leges. Together with their
allies in Britain’s Tory party,
they forced through Parti-
tion. The Partition was not an
expression of democratic self-
determination for the Protest-
ant community. With borders
drawn arbitrarily soastobe

- Iarge enough for viability but

small enough to keep a solid

~ Protestant majority, Northern '

Ireland enclosed a large and
bitterly discriminated against
Catholic minority.

The Protestants have a right

 to live without state -imposed

Catholicism of the type that
exists in Southern Ireland —

-~ and the militant Republicans

recognise that right. The Pro-
testants do not have the right
to deny the democratic rights
ple as a whole.
Sectarian conflict in Ireland
can only be ended within a
framework of national unity,
as the most democratic-mind-
ed of the Protestant communi-

~ ty have often recognised.

Solidarity
with the
Republicans

Even a bourgeois reunifi-
cation of Ireland, by agree-

- ment between Dublin and

London — which is not likely

_ at present, though in the long-
‘er term it would be the British

bourgeoisie’s preferred solu-
tion, if only it could be carried
through quietly — would be a
step forward. True freedom
and peace for Ireland depends
on the Irish workers, Cathollc
and Protestant, uniting to take
control of the ootmtry, ending
the centuries-long sectarian
squabbles by reorganising and
reallocating the country’s re-
sources at the expense of im-
perialism and Irish capitalism.
For that reason, Workers’
Action says: yes, get the
troops out. Get them out
-without delay, and uncondi-
tionally. But also organise

| solidarlty with the Republic-

ans who are fighting for a
democratic umfication in Ire-
lanid. and more especially with

~ the sucialists fighting for an

Irish Y. vse»s’ Republic.
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TWO YEARS AGO, the morale of
the white supremacist regime In

South Africa had sunk to an all-

time low. | ~
It faced a massive black rebel-
lion with uprisings in the city of
Soweto. White supremacy bhad
collapsed in Angola and Meozam-

bique, and was clearly on the way -

ut in Zimbabwe and Namibia.

he economy had been hard hit
by the world recession, and South
Africa was getting $130 an ounce
for its gold as compared to $200
in 1974.

A recent Counter Information
Services report, Buying Time In
South Africa (95p from CIS,
9 Poland Street, London W1)
shows how support from the
major capitalist powers has been
crucial in enabling the apartheid
regime to ride its crisis and to try
to suppress rebellion by harden-
ing its racist system.

Sinking
In January 1976, with its trade
rapidly sinking into the red, the
SA government made Its first re-
quest to the IMF for help. The
IMF executive, led by British and
US members, agreed.

The British representative,
Peter J. Bull, declared himself

‘‘pleased that South Africa had

requested a stand-by arrange-
ment which would give the auth-
-orities some additional room for
manoeuvre and some feeling of
international support, which they
deserved’’.. | -
in the first quarter of 1976,
South Africa drew $93 million
from the IMF loan facility. In
the third quarter of 1976, in the

midst of the uprisings, this was

increased to $179 million, and in
November of the same year
Pretoria asked for and received

further facilities. By the end of

1977 South Africa had been ient
total of $464 million. |

Swiss bankers heiped, too.

In March 1976, a "gold swap”
was arranged with a consortium
of Swiss banks. They agreed to

“buy 155 tons of South Africa’s
gold reserves at just below
market prices on condition that it
would be Bought back later at a
higher price.

This was a crucial act of assist-
- ance. It allowed South Africa to

boost its foreign currency res-

- erves. and to effectively revalue
its gold reserves from the official
- price of $42 an ounce, without

open market sales which would
have depressed the price further.
- From August 1976 the goid
price began to rise, thus increas-
Ing the value of South Africa’s
gold exports and helping pull the
‘trade balance back into the
black. -
This aid to apartheid is usually
excused on the grounds that it

“time for Apar
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South Africa’s gold exports —
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an essential link in the world capitalist set-up

cﬁan provide leverage to press for

more- liberal policies in South

Africa. But the 'pressure’ is non-
existent, wittie the strengthening:

of the apartheid state is very real.
- British companies In $outh
Africa are supposed to keep to an

EEC Code of Conduct. In 1977

the Department of Trade and In-
dustry (in this country) reported
that, out of about 300 companies
covered -by the Code, only 189
had made the necessary reports,
and only 43 of those had given all
the Information requested.
Reporting Is still voluntary!

Poverty

49 of the firms which reported
were still paying wages below
official poverty levels. As for
those which didn’'t report — no-
one Knows.

The South African manager of
the Dutch firm Philips described
tha EEC Code as a 'paper tiger'.
And when the Chase Manhattan
bank said they would in: future
bar loans that tended to support
apartheid, the bank’s South
African boss declared ‘‘we’'re just

-carrying on as before’’

- Meanwhile the Bantustan
policy has been pushed through.
Under this policy, all biacks will
cease to be South African citizens
— all those living and working
outside the Bantustans will be
classed as ’'immigrants’, with
minimal rights. In summer 1977,
the police and army started
clearing the shanty-towns in
which many black workers live.
In three days, bulldozers destroy-
ed the homes of nearly 15,000
people. 250,000 black South
Africans have now been made
homeless.

In October 1977, 20 black org-
anisations were banned and 40
black leaders put in detention.
Pass laws have been tightened
up, using British-made I{CL
computers.

e

Police

Police action has been stepped
up

ceding the second anniversary of
the Soweto uprising, the police
mounted a nationwide security

In June 1978, In the days pre-

operation. Roadblocks were set

"up all around the country, cars

stopped and searched, and police

task forces conducted whole-

sale round-ups In the black
townships. The object was to nip

in the bud any expression of

rebellion or solidarity with the
spirit of Soweto. To stop people
attending memorial meetings,
6,000 blacks were arrested
and temporarily detained —
2,000in Soweto alone. |
Economically, while IMF aid
plus special help from iran (oil)
and Israel (steel, military assist-
ance) enables South Africa’s
rulers to keep afloat, the black
workers are suffering from the

.effects of the world capitalist

crisis. South African arms
spending has increased three-
fold since 1973 — on the backs of
those it is intended to keep down.

Over two million blacks are un-
employed. Jobless rates in
Soweto went up by 65% in the
first three months of 1977. Most
of the unempioyed get no state
unemployment benefit.

Heaith facilities for blacks, al-
ready scanty, are being cut back.

Thus in one area i the Ciskei
'Bantustan’, 68% of all children
under five were found to be
suffering from  malnutrition.
Blacks are eleven times more
likely than whites to get TB or
Typhoid. -

Despite all the repression, the'

regime’s position is still pre-
carious. The authors belleve ‘It
can never offer a political solution

which will satisfy the aspirations

of the Blacks. Its current policies
which are designed to integrate
the township dwellers into the
grand scheme of apartheid are
opposed by even the most moder-
ate leaders Iin the townships.

Solution

That opposition will increase the
more the policies are implement-
ed.’’ The black resistance is stiil
strong, as has been shown this
year by continued schoo! strikes
and the effective boycott of gov-
ernment-organised elections for a
local council in Soweto.

The CIS report estimates that
there is no chance of a ‘black
bourgeois solution in South
Africa. |

If there Is any chance of such

an outcome, the big capitalist
powers will seize it with both
hands. Their police at present is
to prop up the white regime, But
they know that they need ffall-
back solution. Their present
efforts to build up a black bourg-

eois alternative l!eadership In_

Zimbabwe show that.
- For imperialism, any regime
will do, so long as it allows them
to continue to draw thelr profits
from the exploitation of South
Africa’s black workers.

£
AS A TORY journalist put it i
this little rhyme [right], the
Tory party has always been
cynical about political ideas.
Today they are also unsure of
their footing after the resound
ing defeats they suffered in
1972 and 1974. But to stake o
ground for themselves they a
taking up more and more righ
wing stands on issues like im.
migration, Ireland, and the
police. COLIN FOSTER ana-
* lyses Thatcher’s programme.

- THE LAST LABOUR Manifest
promised a 'fundamental shif
in“the . balance of wealth an
power in favour of wo
people and their families'. Bet
ween the lines of this year’
Tory manifesto there will be th

exact opposite message: a fun
damental shift in favour of th
capitalist class.

The Tories will be seriou:
about their 'fundamental shift
where the Labour leader
weren’t. But the Tory Party i
still wracked by two unresolvec
problems: how to achieve thei
economic aims, and how to pu
them across as a vote-winning
policy. | |

PROFIT

For the Tories the key prob
lem of British society is lack o
profits. . ‘“The fundamenta
ptoblem has been the erosion o
the cornerstone of the whols
edifice of industrial enterpris
— profits and - profitability’’
says their policy pamphlet The
‘Right Approach.

eith Joseph puts it mor¢
strongly: ‘““‘Over the past 1.
years or so ... profits hawve
iﬁ.uffcred a catastrophic dec
ine’’.
- In 1970, too, they saw the
problem that way. Since 1965
when Edward Heath took ove:
the Tory leadership, they hac
preached sharper competitior
and a more ruthless drive fo
profits. ‘‘It is the job of the Gov
ernment’’ said Heath ‘‘to helj
industry to overcome its prob
lems and to help capitalism tc
work... Our task 1s to remowvs
the obstructions which exist
wherever they may be, tc
enterprise and competition it
our business world.”’

From 1965, they had planne
for an Industrial Relations Bil
to tackle the unions. Their pol
icies had a frankly militant tone
‘which had been absent from the
welfare-state Toryism of the
previous 20 years. ‘“We shoul
regard the Conservative Party
in the economic context as the
management party’’, declarec
one Tory pamphlet, ‘‘preparec
to take the initiative in achiev
ing efficiency and tackling
abuses on the union side (anc
elsewhere) with a determinat
ion which we have not hithert:
shown...”’

It argued openly for class
struggle Toryism and an ’anti
union bias’.

ANTI
UNION

If that meant more industria
conflict, it was not all bad
““Strikes do ‘at least indicate
that toughness of being showr
on the management side ir
face of unreasonable demands.
The absence of strikes may wel
be evidence of a tacit conspir
acy between management am
work people to do nothing nes
and disturbing...”’
_ After winning the 1970 elect
lon, Heath tried to put the
policy into practice. He was def
eated by working class resis
ance. The Industrial Relatios
Act was made practically wa
usable only months after




‘“I find it very hard to state
What principles we follow

The old are mostly out of date

Lhe new too tough
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Heath’s 1970-74 Tory government set out to tame the unions. But mobilisations like the
mass picket at Saltley gates, in 1972, tamed Heath.

coming law. The Government
was forced to reverse its policy
of letting ’‘lame ducks’ sink
beneath the waves of the
market. Throwing aside all the
free-enterprise economics he
had preached befcre the elect-
ion, Heath then introduced
statutory wage ccntrols — only
to.  have the overnment
brought to its knees by the 1974
miners’ strike.

CLOSED
SHOP

The Tory Party is still shell-
shocked. In the debate
year’s Tory Conference on the
closed shop, speaker after
speaker stressed the need for

- caution. ‘‘I am a hawk and not a

kambkaze pilot”> sald right-

‘winger Norman Tebbit. ‘“We

are right to disavow any heavy-
handed legislation’’. ‘‘Our
major political problem’’, said
Jim Prior, was ‘‘how, after the
miners strike in 1974, would we
get on with the union”’.

Other speakers thought that
‘‘history has, shown that we
cannot ban the closed shop”’
and that ‘“We do not believe, as
Conservatives, that the law

should conflict with industry

and industrial relations. We do
not want to return to the hostil-
ity and bitterness which was
seen in the 1970-74 period. W2
do not want to go through the
humiliation of an Official
Solicitor...”’

The Tories don’t believe their
1965-72 policy is workable; and,

,on top of that, they know that

policy would lose them the
election. |

at last

To win elections, the Tory
party has to get votes from
workers and even from trade
unionists. It can only do that if
it can appear as the party of
national unity — of ‘One
Nation’, as the Tory -catch-
phrase has it. To be branded
the party that wants ruinous
confrontations with the unions,
while Labour organises harm-
onious class collaboration,

-would be disastrous for the

Tories.

So their policy pamphiets
state that ‘‘We do not intend to
introduce a major round of new
industrial relations legislation’’
and emphasise that ‘lame

- ducks’ will not be left to sink.

But where does that leave

“them, either in terms of policies

to achieve the increased profits
which they want, or in terms of
gathering votes?

WAGE
CURBS

Wage controls? But Wilson
and Callaghan have implement-
ed those better than the Tories
could ever mahage. Margaret
Thatcher has even promised the
““withdrawal of government

from interference in wage barg--

aining’’.

More cautiously, the official
policy statement sayd about
wage controls: ‘‘Experience
does not suggest that this is
the best way of finding a long-
term solution to the problem.
That same experience demon-

. strates the unwisdom of flatly

and permanently rejecting the
idea’’. But there are ‘‘almost

insoluble problems of sanctions
and enforcement...”’ |
There is little in that to win
either workers’ votes or the
confidence of the ruling class.
The Economist, which is con-
sistently contemptuous of the
present Tory leadership,
comments: ‘‘A huge swathe of
big business in fact finds some

of Mrs. Thatcher’s and Sir
Keith Joseph’s ronounce-
ments on wage bargaining

increasingly chilling’’.

To a large extent the Tories,
never muc
are simply at sea, with no
perspective except screwing the

workers as and when they can

without provoking uncontroll-
able conflict. Keith Joseph
declares that it’s not really
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TORY

‘mean “q')parently high

inclined to theory,

possible to know what is good '

‘THINKERS’

economically, except that you
can be sure that greed and ruth-
lessness helps:

““Growth should occur, and
normally has occurred, spont-
aneously. We do not really
know the secret of economic
growth or how to generate it...
Economic growth began thous-
ands of years ago, as a result of
people following self-interest’’.
_ Ruefully, he comments ‘‘The
intellectual climate has been
against us. Why, I am not
sure... In this age, one can
hardly look for embourgeoise-
ment, indeed we shall be fort-
unate if we can stem the tide’’.

But ‘‘we don’t know’’ is not
a convincing policy to place be-
fore voters. Nor is it very useful
for the Tories themselves.

TORY
WORRY

Keith Joseph expresses the
Tories’ worries: ‘“When you go
round and see factories workin
and boards meeting, you fin

it hard to believe there is a.

crisis just round the corner.
But do not be deceived. The
liquidity crisis is on us... Once
some companies begin to falter,
the effects could be incalcul-
able’’. |

British industry, he says, is
‘so debilitated ... that large
sections of it could soon come
near to collapse’’. ‘‘A crisis ...
rather like an avalanche ... will
happen unless we change

course’’.

Joseph provides the new
Tory answer. Cut taxes, reduce

- public spending, above all halt

public borrowing and excessive
money supply. This will enable
profits to rise and stem the

corrosive. effects of inflation.

[For Joseph, as for many
Tories, state wage controls are
irrelevant to inflation.] This will
levels
of unemployment’’; but it is a
necessary purging in order to
restore health to Britain’s
capitalism. |
Lower taxes and less state
'featherbedding’ are ood
rallying cries for the %‘ory
middie classes. When right-
wing Labour leaders attack the
Tories for being ’doctrinaire’,
however, they are quite wrong
(apart from the fact that the
purpose of these attacks is to
praise the Labour Right’s
‘common sense’’ handlin
capitalism and to rebuff 'doct-

rinaire’ Socialism). Joseph’s
programme will certainly not b
upheld dogmatically. |

In official Tory publications,
there are only the vaguest
hints reflecting Joseph’s ideas.
The Right Approach even says
a Tory government would not
be ‘able to cut taxes in the
short term. Joseph himself is
far from uncompromising,
saying the policy must be intro-
duced in a ' gradualist’ way.

Many leading Tories are flat-
ly opposed to Joseph’s trend.
Peter Walker, writing in The
Guardian, declared that the
free market is just as bad as
socialism: it ‘‘becomes a power-
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ful source for social disorder’’.
In fact, any thoroughgoing
application of Joseph’s policy
would raise grave problems
from the capitalist point of
view.

State-financed stimulation of

demand is a central technique |

of modern capitalist administ-
ration. It 1s true that it tends to

drive the economy into stagnat- .

ion by blocking the ’purging’
effects of cap%talist Fecegslslign
and .lumberin% the national
economy with large sectors of
uncompetitive, propped-up
capital. But without it, crises
would. be sharper and the
‘purging’ could reach catas-
trophic proportions.

Small businessmen would be
the first to go — but they form
an important part of the Tories’
social base. As for the un-
competitive big firms — in
shipbuilding, cars and so on —
no government could afford to
let them go bust without
risking a snowball into dramatic
slump.

On top of that, a ’‘sound
money’ policy by the state
would not stem inflation unless

rivate credit were also cut
ack: a measure which would

be vigorously opposed by the
Tories’ capitalist and middle

class supporters.

The Torles’ true, fumbling,
policy was better expressed in a
report on the natio
industries, drafted in May by
Nicholas Ridley. The Torles
would demand that the nation-
alised industries run at a profit

—— but some uneconomic activ-
ities would be subsidised. Anti-

picket police squads would be
strengthened and ‘‘good non-
unfon drivers’’ recruited to

cross picket lines — but with
workers who ‘have the nation
by the jugular vein the only
feasible option is to pay up’.

Bits of nationalised industry
would be sold off, but not whole

corporations. |

 EXTRA

CUTS

But if the Tories are not
’doctrinaire’, it does not at all

follow that they are harmless. If

their tactical rule 1s “‘we’ll
make ‘it up as we go along’’,
‘their strategic principle is
crystal-clear: boost profits by
increasing exploitation.

There. will be stronger anti-
picket squads. There will be

~ union-bashing. Despite all the

Saatchi & Saatchi ads, there
will be increased unemploy-
ment. And the Tories them-
selves say there will be “‘re-
ductions in the scale of some

public services’’.
A further run-down of the

NHS and the schools; increased
rrescrlptlon charges; ever
onger waits for buses; drastic
cuts in public" spemilng or
housing; increased counci
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| rents' and higher rents and less

security for private tenants
while the existing stock of
is sold off:
that’s what the Torles’ econ-
omic policy promises for sure,
even -according to their own
statements. On top of that
there will be a drive for inc-
reased exploitation; but the
Tories are not going to give
hostages to fortune by layin

down Iin advance the ways and
means of that drive.

To back up their anti-working
class economic programme,
and to rally support, the Tories
are making a pronounced right
wing drive on social issues such
as 'law "and order’: more
money spent on the police and
higher pay for policemen (one

of their few firm election
promises). .f
On Northern Ireland, too,

they have made a fairly firm
promise to ‘‘establish one or

more directly elected regional
councils. These would have a

wide range of powers, such as
other local autherities have’’.
This could mean anything up
to a virtual restoration of
'home rule’ in Northern
Ireland, bringing back a 'Prot-
estant state for a Protestant
people’ . The special aim of this
policy is to enable the Tories to
renew their alliance with the
ultra-reactionary Ulster Union-
ists. It would mean a big stepp-

ing-up in repression against the

Catholic minority, possibly the
reintroduction of internment.
(The Tories regard the scrapp-
ing of internment as a mistake.’

RACIST

The Tories’ other main elect-
ion promise is vaguer but just
as menacing: a big cut in im-

ation. Tory spokesman

mi
Keith Speed has talked of end-
ts for

any category of immigrant’.
[he Tories know very well, of

' sourse, that it out of the quest-
 ion for them to block the entry
»f EEC immigrants; but then

what Speed means is black
mmigrants. Margaret Thatcher
racked Speed with talk of ‘‘the
Janger that the British charac-
-er might be swamped”. -

The Tory policy here is an
ypen - incitement to - racist
1ostility and violence against
slack people. For the Tories,

‘his encouragement to racism
aas the function of dividing the
working class, and diverting
workers’ anger to scapegoats,
‘hus aiding the fun amental
nolicy of increasing exploit-
ation.

During the election campaign
‘he Labour leadership will be
making great play of the Tories’
'doctrinaire’ approach, the
vagueness of their promises,
and their extreme right-wing
drift. What they won’t say —
.and what socialists in the labour
movement will have to point

yut — is that in every area,

from economic policy throu h
the social services and the
police to Ireland, the common-
sense, middle-of-the-road polic-
ies of Wilson and Callaghan
have gone a long way indeed in
the Tories’ right wing direction,
and in *fact have forced the
Tories themselves rightwards
by stealing the Tories’ political
ground. | |

For the working class, there
is little interest in a policy
which may be not quite as
racist, not quite as repressive
in Ireland, and not quite as
worker-bashing, as the Tories.
A socialist campaign in the
elections has to be both a
denunciation ' of the Tory
danger and a condemnation of
the Government’s record. '
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., trade union and

REPORTING on the SCLV's July
15th Conference, Soclalist Press

(19th July) complains: ‘‘A confer-

ence entitled ’‘Socialist Camp-
aign for a Labour Victory’
which excludes any discussion of
programme, any examination of
the role of the 'lefts’ within the
Labour Party and any reference
to the actual struggles within the
labour move-
ment, obviously does not have
much to offer’’.

‘Indeed: but the 200 Labour
Party and trade union activists

who were there would scarcely
recognise it as the same confer-

|See no programme,
hear no struggile,

|speak no truth

'wide-ranglng political

ence that Socialist Press reports!

Pete Rowlands, the secretary
of Hounslow Trades Council,
spoke about the Hounslow Hosp-
tal occupation; John Douglas,
chairman of a tenants association
n Hulme, talked about the fight
against both government policies
and the National Front in the
recent Moss Side by-election;
and Jim Denham, a militant at
British Leyland, Longbridge,
took up the record of the govern-
ment and the Labour Left MPs on
the car industry.

The conference endorsed a
platform

and a major political resolution.
The role of the Left Labour

‘MPs was taken up at some length

by Gordon Brewer of Edinburgh
North LPYS, speaking for the
SCLV Steering Committee. He
pointed out that they could not be
relied on to fight, much less lead
a fight. He argued that it was up
to the SCLV to organise in the
election period for a real fight-
back against whichever govern-
ment is elected.

Was the Soclalist
reporter asleep? No: his trouble
seems to be selective deafness.
SP moans that the conference

| And after that, let’s have|:

‘test tube’ pregnancy

Dear comradss,

| WAS disappointed that you
didn’t have an article last week
about the birth of the first ‘test
tube baby’.

in my view, the arrival of

‘test tube babies’ is something to

be welcomed — and the reasons
go beyond the new hope given 10
sterile wolld-be parents. Indeed,
fundamentally that is a small
aspect. If society were less im-
bued with the idea that parents
own their children, sterile couples
would probably in ‘general have
tew worries about adopting a
child instead of wishing for one of
‘““their own’ . |

In the longer view, the ‘test
tube baby' was another step —
although only a smail one — on
the road to conscious human con-
trol over the reproduction of our
species. After ‘test tube’ concept-
ions, like Louise Brown's, the
next step is ‘test tube’ incuba-
tion. But precisely tnat aspect
frightens many people.

It makes us think of the Nazis’
racist ‘breeding’ policies or Sir
Keith Joseph’s declarations that
the poor should have fewer child-
ren. And it is a fact that in a
vicious society, social control over
reproduction as over anything
else will take a vicious turn.

~ Butsociety need not be vicious.
And in a rational society the pre-
sent methdads of reproducing the
species would seem far from
ideal.

The progressive role of con-
scious human control is clear
enough in relation to the process
which leads from the new-born
paby to the adult member of
society.

Today, the early upbringing of
the child — crucial for its emo-
tional and mental development —
is entrusted to the family. Natural
though the family seems, it is a

method of social control, tied to
this society and this period In
history, as much as any other:
and very often it is a peculiarly
vicious and destructive method.
Baftered babies are only the most
extreme example.  Socialists
advocate a more
social way of bringing up young
children. |

In today's society, education
is public. It is the one phase of the
reproduction of the species over
which at least some relatively
conscious control is exercised.
And, despite all the repressive
features of bourgeois education,
that phase of the reproduction of
the species, far from imposing a
gre

with’ in pregnancy and child-
birth. And if in thirty or fifty
years’ time, the afflictions, hin-
drances, pain and danger of
pregnancy and childbirth — for
the mother and for the child —
can be not just minimised, but
avoided, by ‘test tube pregnancy’
and childbirth, that will be pro-
gress too. It wili be a broadening
of the area of conscious human
choice — and surely only those
who think that the viciousness of
class society will continue for-

ever can be afraid of that
broader choice. |
Today even the most hide-

bound Tory finds i difficult to
imagine that people were once
horrified at the idea of education.
peing public rather than within
the family. Perhaps in.a hundred
years' time our descendants

will find it equally difficult to
imagine that people were once

consciously

- making that possibie.

horrified at the idea of systematic
‘test tube’ incubation, ‘test tube’
childbirth, or even ‘test tube’
conception. .

in the human species of the
future, as Leon Trotsky once
wrote, we will be able to ensure
that the average individual is
at the level of -a Marx, an Ari-
stotle, or a Goethe, and the ex-
ceptional individual far above
them in his or her talents. What
the doctors have done in-Qldham
is another small step tawards

COLIN FOSTER
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"steered well clear of any anal-
ysis of the recotd of wretched
betrayals carried out by Tribun-
ite MPs’’, but what they actually
mean is that it 'steered well clear
of ' Soclalist Press’s pet ideas.

According to Socialist Press,
the SCLV is a 'tame’ left-wing
movement like the Militant. So
what is SP’s idea of a real fight-
ing intervention for the elections?

SP isn’t putting up its own left-
wing candidates. it doesn’t
support the SCLV, the campaign
which says vote Labour but fight
Labour’s leaders. So is the
answer to sit back in splendid
indifference,. lambasting Cal-
laghan and the SCLV with equal
force, and then troop out to vote
for Callaghan on the day?

SP disclaims this passive
approach: ‘‘By challenging the
'lefts’ to kick out Callaghan and
Healey the fight could be taken
uo simuitaneously against both
the right wing and ' left' fakers’’.

Tnis is no more than bluster.
The loyal SP supporter can pro-
pose a motion in his ward or
branch calling for Callaghan to
be replaced (by whom? Benn? Or
Alan Thornett for prime min-
Ister?) — and then what? Is s/he
going to take up the'issues raised
by the SCLV: wages, jobs, racism
ireland etc; or are those just
'abstract’, 'tame’ issues? The
SCLV fully - agrees with SP’s
hostility to Callaghan, but "sack

........
.. . '
i Ca .

Callaghan” isn’t an adequate
latform.
- By making an arbitrary fetish

of one demand, and one that is
not very clear politically at that,
SP risks reducing its supporters
to sectarian spouters, counter-
posing their not-very-advanced
demands to real activity. Its other
recommendation for action shows
even more clearly how nonsens-
ical its wild denunciation of the
SCLV is: ‘‘If the forces of the
SCLV ... struggled to end the
union sponsorship for right-wing
M Ps they could play a real role’’.

Accountability for MPs is-a
major plank of the SCLV’s plat-
form:; and SCLV supporters in
constituencies - like Islington
North are already involved in
fights against right wing MPs. So
why doesn’t SP join us? And why
invent such .
ridiculous reports to justify
themselves?

NIK BARSTOW

y ‘Brave New World™ uni- |
formity, is the one that gives the _
widest field to individual deveiop- | s
ment. |

Today, in addition, there is a |
whole system of hospitai care
and ante-natal clinics to make |
sure that nature .is ‘tampered ,,

! I F

exist in most major towns. For more iriformation, or
 to subscribe to Workers’ Action, complete this form
and send to the address below: | -
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- Communist
‘Leyland — Save It!’. In the fore-
convenor
Derek Roblnson even describes
nationalised firms like Leyland as
- the instrument to create a social-

THE PEUGEOT-Citroen take-
over of Chrysler’'s European
operations Is a major move In
the international car production
rat race.

its first main consequence
will be a further break-down of
the national boundaries of Eur-
ope’s car industry. Within these
national boundaries, intense
competition has already led to
monopoly, with one or two giant
national car firms dominating
in each country — Volskwagen,

Fiat, Renaujt, Leyland, and the

firms run by the three American
corporations, Generai Motors,
Ford, and Chrysiler.

The main purpose of the
Common Market was to force
national monopolies to link up
on a European scale in order to
face international competi-
tion from Japan and the USA.
A lot of rationalisation has al-
ready taken place, particularly
in the field of component parts.
Certain modeis of Renault
and Peugeot, for instance, have
exactly the same engines and
gear boxes — only the facade
Is different.

Only a few amalgamations
have taken place, however:
. Peugeot with Citroen, Volvo
~ with Daf, and Renault with
Berliet. Firms have also tried
to cushion the effects of poor
results in the car and truck
field by diversifying their
interests. Renault, for example,
now manages several large
sugar cane plantations on the
Ivory Coast.

)

But it has long been clear
that something bigger is nec-
essary. The Peugeot-Citroen-
Chryslier deal is the first real
breakaway sprint for the finish.
Others are bound to follow.

The deal puts the new firm
easily on top of the European
production league, but it is
still only sixth in the world
table, behind General Motors,
ford, Chrysier, Toyota, and
Nissan (Datsun). And it wiil
have tremendous problems
rationalising production.

For example, Ford, who have
successfully EurOpeanised
their operations, have only. four
basic models and four engines
produced in the region. Fords

import 30% of all their sales in

the UK from Europe.

The new Peugeot-Citroen
outfit, on the other hand, will
be produclng 14 separate engin-

NOW FOR A

MERGER OF

es and will have at least four
similar, overlapping models in
the medium car range alone.
Even more extensive links
may follow from the deal —
between Peugeot-Citroen In
Europe, Chrysler in the USA,

and Mitsubishi (Colt) in Japan.

This would make sound com-
mercial sense, and give the new
conglomerate a chance of
competing with GM and ford
internationally.

GM already has links with
Isuzu trucks (Japan) and Ford
has links with Honda. In the
USA Chrysier is very much the
weakest of the big three car
firms and is losing ground

‘rapidly.

The Financial Times com-
mented after Chrysler’s last
annual report, ‘‘Chrysier is on
the ropes but some way yet
from the final count’’. Chrys-
ler claims to need $7.5 billion
investment over the next five
years to stay in the volume car
league in the USA. The aim of
their deal with Peugeot is to get
that cash.

What will the effect be on
British car workers?

For trade unionists one of the
worst aspects of the deal is the
dominant position of the CSL
scab union Mt Peugeot:Citroen.
This union derives from one
set up in the 1940s under the
pro-Nazi Vichy government.
Its main aim is the smashing
of militancy and close collabor-

CHRYSLER
& PEUGEOT
WORKERS

ation with the bosses. Chrysler .

France (Simca) s another
stronghold of the CSL.
. The CSL enforces near-
compulsory membership,
terrorises immigrant workers,
and has trained thugs — so-
called” ‘union delegates’ —
patrolliing the factories. Only
last year CSL officials were
found guilty of shooting dead
a picket during a strike In
Reims. -
Although Peugeot cannot
import these conditions into
Coventry or Clydeside at will,
there is no doubt that a drive
for speed-up and greater

managerial control will follow
from the deal.

Vi

Chrysler UK has been
making a steady loss, and has
only been kept going by money
from the government. Peugeot-
Citroen will, however, probably
use the British firm as a base
for aggressive
in the British market, with local
assembly of their own products.

In particular they will want to
cash in on company car sailes,
which account for 70% of new
car sales in the UK. The Dun-
stable truck plant aiso fills a
gap in the Peugeot-Citroen
output. \

Although this is likely to
mean job security for most
Chrys!er workers, including at

- competition

Linwood, there will be less work
for workers in the components
industry and in the machine
ton! industry. At the same time,
it will put tremendous pressure
on British Leyland, to say
nothing of Ford and Vauxhali
(GM).

As the Financial Times says
(August 11th),” ‘‘On today’s
figures Peugeot-Citroen’s
share of the European car mar-
ket will emerge a good 5%
ahead of anyone else — and

that is about the size of British’

Leyland’s total sales in the re-
gion’’.

The only real hope for Ley-
land now is a link with another
major car firm. Talks have been
going on with Renault and
Nissan (Datsun), but it is doubt-
ful if any car firm would take
on such a liability as Leyland.

The other European firms

will also be under pressure to
combine. Naturally, the two
world leaders, GM and Ford,
as well as the Japanese firms,
will be watching developments
carefully. A Ford spokesman
said: ‘‘We were number one in
Europe this morning. If this
deal comes off, we will be
swamped’’.

The 8ix serious car groups in
Europe — Ford, Renault, VW,

Fiat/Seat, Peugeot-Citroen,
and General Motors, in that
order — have been neck and

neck so far. Now Peugeot-
Citroen have put on a sprint.
The question is, will the others
be able to stand the pace?

The implications of the deal

go far beyond the immediate
problems of job security. The
Government’s unconvincing
efforts to be ‘firm’ with Peugeot
Citroen and Chrysler only show
how much the Labour admini-
stration just acts as a generous
soup-kitchen for profiteers in
trouble. Eric Varley calmiy
admits that £51 million doled
out to the Chrysler bosses Is
gone forever. (Imagine the
furore if even £51 disappeared
Into the pockets of an unem-
ployed worker...)

h

For car workers the deal
underlines the need for links

across companles and across,
national borders. AN inter-
national car workers’ committee
Is not an abstruse ideal, but the
only practical way of havlng any
working class strategy in face
of the international manoeuvres
of the car giants. |
Immediately, Chrysler work-

-~ ers should denounce the Gov-

ernment’s policy of subsid-
ising the international car boss-
es and demand nationalisation
without compensation of the

whole car and car components
industry. Nationalisation would
not eliminate the danger of
rationalisation, speed-up and
job loss, as Leyland shows,
but it could be the starting polnt
for a concerted struggle to safe-
guard conditions and impose
workers’ control.

DAVE SPENCER

Chrysler stewards lobby T&G leader Moss Evans for action

'HUSH HUSH, SLUSH SLUSH

BELIEVE IT or not, there are
still people around to argue that
British Leyland, being state-own-

ed, is somehow a ain for social-

lsm and that workers should
therefore make ‘certain sacri-

fices’ to ensure its viability.

A good example of this line of

Jon Bloomfield’s
Party

thought is

word Longbridge

pamphlet,
~Austin Allegro

ist Britain.

The Bloomfields and Robin-

sons are clearly beyond hope, but
a couple of recent events ought to
finally to kill off the
‘progressive Leyland’ myth for

be enough

anyone with eyes to see.

Last month a Middlesbrough

court awarded ‘substantial dam-

ages’ to the occupants of an
whose rear wheels
had come off on the M1. One of

the passengers, a 67 year old

woman, has been totally pAara-
lysed ever since.

ROVERS RETURN

AFTER SIX months of short
time working and lay-offs,
workers at Rovers Cardiff re-
turned from their holidays on
August 7th . to find things a

bit difference. Stocks of com-
ponents for

Rovers Solihuli
plant had become depleted, and
management offered extra over-
time to build them up.

With many workers stIII
struggling to pay off last wint-
er’'s gas and electricity bills,
it would have been very easy to

- say yes to the management’s
offer. Instead shop stewards

called a factory meeting and re-

-commended an overtime ban.

The stewards’ proposal was
carried overwhelmingly, with
an amendment proposed

Y
Cardiff AUEW No.3 President

John Williams. The amend-

ment said no overtime was to
be worked until management
guaranteed a full. 40 hours
a week for the next six months,
and that if overtime was to be

- worked again it must be under

shop stewards’ control.

The result of the demand
from the workforce is that shop
stewards will aim to monltor
production in collaboration with
Solihull stewards to ensure

~ that component stocks don’t

rise above those needed for
seven days’ production John
Williams told Workers’ Action:
““We are no longer willing to
accept management’s produc-
tion figures and allow them to
build up stocks sb they can lay
us off again’’. ,

John Williams added: ‘‘In
the coming months talks will
start about renegotiating our
yearly agreement. it seems to
me what we should be going
for is: Full staff status including
full, indefinite lay-off pay. A 35
hour week. And £100 a week
minimum wage, protected by a

‘gliding scale, to get rid of the

financial need to work over-
time and thus help in creatmg
more jobs’’.

It was the
which really

judge’s remarks
upset Leyland.

Mr Justlce Wlllls talked of the

company having ignored ‘mount-

ing and horrifying evidence’ of
wheels coming adrift. He referred

to ‘over a hundred similar incid-
ents, any one of which could have
been fatal’. He accused Leyland
of ‘commercial camouflage’ to
avoid having to recall the cars and
fit an addltlonal safety washer.

‘They knew the full facts. They

made sure no-one else did’.

- And that’s from a beak, remem-

Park — guilty

WP

ber, not some lefty consumers’

r ht nut!

And then, of course, there

‘came the Great Slush Fund scan-

dal. Whether a malcontent
Leyland executive called Graham
Bnrton did or did not forge two
letters to ‘dishonestly obtain’
£5,000 from the Daily Mail 1s
reall neither here nor there.

The important fact to emerge -

from the trial is that Leyland hu,
lndeed; been paying ‘slush
money’ — with the full know-
ledge of the top Leyland bosses
md the NEB. |
Barton’s lawyer produced a
Leyland lntemal memo headed,
¢ Strlctl Confidential. Commlss
ions and Retentions’’. This was
one of the documents that
Leyland had got the police to
prevent Soctahst Challenge from
publishing in January. The docu-
ment’s authenticity was confirm.
ed in court by Leyland treasury
manager J.A. Champlon. Among

those to whom the memo was .

addressed is Alex Park, Leyland’s
former chief executive.

The memo describes ‘‘Special
Accounts... enabling a customer
to accumulate funds outside his
own country’’. Later on,’ the
memo refers to ‘‘Special pay-
ments... made to persons who
have been particularly helpful
in obtalnlng partlculn.r con-

tracts’’.

Under cross-examination, Lord
Ryder, head of the National
Ente rise Board, admitted that
he lmew about these payments
(sometimes as much as £700,000
each) but called them ‘trivial’.

And in a sense, of course,

- as for slush fun

Ryder was right. Such payments
are perfectly normal practice for a
any capitalist outfit. So is sup
pressing ' information about po
tentially lethal design faults.
When the workers, the engin-
eers, and the designers who actu-
ally make Leyland vehlcles con-
trol the production, they will
certainly make the odd mistake.
But no Leyland worker would
dream of hushing up informa-
tion about a dnnserous fauit. And
when produc-«
tion is determlned by need and
not profit, the idea of greasing
palms to win contracts will be

laughable.

But until then, any Leyland
worker who accepts sacrifices to
‘make nationalisation work’ is

5o VAR
JIM DENHAM

from

XERGR

bulletins

THE NEW computerised body weld-
ing ‘robots’ being brought in for the
LC8 could cause massive redund-
anctes, particularly in the West
Works. And that's obviously how the
management want to use them.

The estimate is that the robots will

cut the number of workers making
car bodies from 4,000 to 600.

But that’s not the way it need be.

Instead of leiting them use the ro-
bots to throw us on the dole, let’s
demand a cut sn bours, so that the
work is shared out between all of us.
Then we’ll be able to lswe like human
beings instead of lske robcts.

From ‘Workers Action’ Longbridge

bulletin.
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BACK TO
WORK ON

POLARIS

INDUSTRIAL civil servants
employed by the Ministry of
Defence have accepted the lat-
est government pay offer, made
at national negotiations last
Friday, 11th. The deal gives a
rise of 9% In wages after conso-
lidation of Phase 1 and 2 rises,
and an extra £1.50 on produc-
tion bonuses for some of the
workers.

~ Since rejecting a government
offer of 10% on the old basic,
In.late July, shop stewards in
naval bases in Scotland have led
a series of blackings and strike
actions.

On Thursday August 10th,
2,000 workers at the Faslane
base on the Clyde struck In
support of 400 workmates
suspended for blacking the Po-
laris submarine HMS Reso-

fution.
the stewards proposed accept-
ance of the new offer to a mass

at giving
with those employed in private

the workers will
forget their bitterness at the

But on Monday 15th

meeting and the- 2,000 men
returned to work. A similar

vote on the offer was carried

by a mass meeting of the 6,000

 workers at the large Rosyth

base on the Firth of Forth.

‘The government’s additional
promise of a work study aimed
the workers parity

industry also appears to have
played a big part in getting sup-
port for the deal.

The action has resulted in a
marginally improved. offer but
not readily

Labour government’s use of the
Navy as strikebreakers in the
interests of NATO.

~ Rochdale texctile
- workers say”
- ‘save our nursery’

ROCHDALE C.L.P.’s motion to Party
conference this year is on Day Nurs-
ery provision. But the Women’s
Section is doing more than simply
passing resolutions. |

Last week the Women’s Section
convened a public meeting to inaugur-
ate an urgent campaign to save the 30
year old day nursery run up till now
by John Bright’s textile works.

The day nursery was set up in the
early ’50s to cater for the children of
women working at the factory. At
the time textiles were booming,
so anything to encourage women to
come to work was. good economic
sense.

Now textiles were booming, so
anything to encourage women to come
to work was good economic sense.

Now textiles are slumping, workers
are two a penny, and Brights no

WEDNESDAY 30 AUGUST. Islington
Socialist Campaign for a Labour Vict-
ory public_meeting on ‘Labour and
Ireland’. 7.30pm, Caxton House,

St John’s Way, London N19.

THURSDAY 31 AUGUST. Planning
meeting for SCLV supporters in outer
East London. 7.30pm at Newham
North East Labour Party offices,
241 High Street North. Nearest tub
station East Ham, '

FRIDAY 1 SEPTEMBER. SCLV
social. From 8pm at Caxton House,
St John's Way, London N19.

THURSDAY 14 SEPTEMBER [Note
changed date]l: Haringey SCLV
public meeting on Racism. 7.30pm,
Tottenham Community Project.

PICKET GARNERS: Main pickets
every day, noon to 3pm and 5.30 to 11
pm ‘at 399 Oxford St, 243 Oxford St,
40-41 Haymarket, and 56 Whitcombe

St. Mass picket every Saturday at
noon, 399 Oxford St. Donations to

Garners Strike Fund, c/o TGWU,
room 84, 12-13 Henrietta St, WC2,

PUBLISHED by Workers’ Action, Box

1960, Rising Free, 182 Upper Street,
London N1, and printed by ANVIL
PRESS (T.U.) | -

longer need to assist women workers
by caring for their kids. So they
propose to shut the nursery, making
those women workers redundant
who can’t find alternative care for
their children, and sacking the nurs-
ery staff.

Over the years this 80-place nurs-
ery, which cares for school-age child-
ren too during the holidays, and bus-
es them to school in term time, has
changed its clientele. Only about 30
places are used now by the thildren
of Brights workers, the rest being fill-
ed by 40 Social Service clients and
about 10 children of working women
who pay the full rate of £13 a week.

So the effect of closure would be
far-reaching. ‘

The campaign got off to a good
start, with nearly 200 people at the
meeting, mainly parents of the child-

" ren concerned, workers at the nurs-

ery, and other interested local people.
The issue is complicated in that to

 force the Local Authority to take over

Brights’ nursery — the most obvious
solution — would be to lose the places

EDS IN ACTION

Exec abandons dohr

for working women, since the Local

Authority operates a ‘social priority’
system of place-allocation.

So the campaign is going to have to
raise the issue of the importance to
parents of having nursery provision
for all children who need it because

~their parents work outside the home.

In addition, the workers at Brights
are jgoing to raise forcefully the issue
of the employers’ irresponsible cynic-
ism in using nurseries to lure women

when it suits them and then dismiss-
" ing them in favour of higher profits.

SUE ARNALL

- Advertisement -

"INTERNATIONAL COM-
MUNIST" no. 9 now out ®®
Socialist Campaign for the
general election *® May 1968
in review ®® Debates ® The
I-CL and the Spartacist
League ® Socialist Charter ®®

national and Women'’s Liber-

98 Gifford St, London N1:
add 10pforp&p.

French Trotskyism 1923-33 ee
Clara Zetkin on the First Inter-

ation ®® 35p. Order from ICL,

.
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claim as POEU

members fight on

THE NATIONAL Executive of the
Post Office Engineering Union has
voted to propose acceptance of the
offer made by the Post Office and
the Government through the ‘good
offices’ of Lord McCarthy.

The McCarthy report does not
concede the demand made by the
POEU conference in January, for a
35 hour week. It proposes instead a
reduction in the working week from
the present 40 hours to 372 in
two stages, tied to self-financing
productivity deals.

The productivity deal clause
means that the shorter work week
will lose its value in terms of creat-
ing new jobs, and probably even in
of maintaining existing
manning levels as new techno-
logy is brought in.

The Post Office bosses backed
McCarthy, and in a letter sent to
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AL HUNDRED people marched through London last
Sunday, 15th. The demonstration, called by Sinn Fein, demanded
the restoration of political prisoner status and the end of Britain’s
efforts to crush Republican prisoners into submission by leaving

them with no clothing, no books or newspapers, no cell furniture,
no visits, no exercise, and no fresh air. It also marked the seventh
anniversary of the introduction of internment in August 1971.

thair managers, they declar_ed:'

““ if despite our initiative the un-
ion does not respond... we have a
duty to our customers to react firm-
ly and properly to any continuation
of industrial action’.

On Monday August 15th the
threats were carried out. 374
engineers around the country were
sent home, almost quadrupling at
one go the number of engineers
suspended. This attack sparked off
action by many branches, espec-

ially in London, bringing over 5,000 -

engineers out in sympathy with the
suspended workers.

The Executive’s attitude is a
stark contrast to the rank and file's
— widening a divide that emerged
in early August. On August 2nd
the executive announced it was
intensifying action by ordering a

national work-to-ruie, but at the

I

382 A

oo

iEh -

o sis

7]

could - see,

A RECENT survey by the Tavi-
stock Institute showed that
black people consistently have
smaller chances of getting civil
service jobs than equally-quali-
fied whites. |If you're wondering
how that can happen, a recent
incident in Basingstoke should
give some idea. |

Mr Grainger, a Higher Exec-
utive Officer in the local DHSS
office, approached a clerical
officer on Friday 11th, and ask-
ed her if she knew any people
who would like a temporary
job in that office as a typist. He
stated that the typist ‘‘shoulid
be English’’ and white, as well
as havinag RSA qualifications.

No blacks here’
says DHSS boss

The clerical officer said that,
besides the fact that this was
illegal under the Race Relations
Act, she would not be prepared
to ask anyone to take the job

under those conditions. When

he was asked what would

~happen if a black person turned

up for the job, Grainger said

that they would then have to

find some excuse to get rid of
him or her.

Action is being taken through
the civil service union, the
CPSA, and formal complaints
are being made to both the
DHSS and the Race Relations
Board. - |

same time it called off the increas-
ingly successful overtime ban. This
decision angered many branches
which were already operating a
work to rule in addition to the ban,
and many branches have carried
on the ban on their own initiative.

That local pressure has been
having a real effect on the Post
Office, particularly affecting the
international exchanges where by
Monday 15th an average of less
than ane in ten calls dialled was
gettiny through. | |

Given the Post Office’s record
profits of £367 million last year,
the POEU leadership’s capitula-
tion can scarcely be sold to the
members: on the usual grounds
that ‘‘there’s no money in the
Kitty .

The POEU executive is mandat-
ed to submit any deal giving less
than the full claim to a recall union
conference. At that conference
branches will have to press for
rejection of the deal and renewed

Tory council
attacks

direct
labour

MAINTENANCE workers em-
ployed by the Basingstoke Bor-
ough Council struck on Monday
7th August against a council
move to extend contract labour
to housing maintenance in the
town. The Tory council’s action,
carried out in line with a direct-
lve from Tory centrai office,
aims to end direct labour, in a
move which would mean mass
redundancies among Borough
Councl| workers.

The strikers were joined by
Parks department workers the
following day. On Wednesday
gth, Basingstoke’s dustmen,
who had supported the strike
from the start, joined in after
police harassment of a mainten-
ance workers’ picket at the
council’s Wade Rd depot.

80 police, drafted from as
far away as Southampton and
Portsmouth, were used to re-
move six pickets from the depot
gates. As -far as the pickets
the police action
was under the direction of the
council’s Director of Technical
Services, Mr Capolin.

The next day, Thursday, the

rural dustmen Iin nearby Whit-

church came out too. In addi-
tion MNMALGO members have
committed themselves to black
the administration of work allo-
cated to coniract workers.

The strikers’ morale is high.
They are determined to break

the vell of secrecy and de-

ception shrouding the issue, of

- why peaple have to wait years

to have leaking roofs and col-
lapsing walls repaired in houses
only ten yearsoid.

The whole struggle is taking
place against the background of
the Tory council aiming to sell,
privately, a whole estate of new
councll houses [Popley 6], and
keeping hundreds of councll
houses empty rather than hous-
Ing the people on the council’s
walting list. |



